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Editor's page

The first issue of Avana Amudam published by
Tamil Naud Archives has been received and acknowledg-
ed with great pleasure by Scholars and renowned
Institutions, the world over. We take this opportunity
to thank one and all for their kind avnvpreciation and
encouragement. We are happy to bring out the second
and third issue of 'AVANA AMUDAM' combined due to
certain administrative reasons. We requést our
readers kindly to putup withus for the delay in the
publication. We hope the articles and other materials
published in this issue will prove interesting to our
readers.

Comments are welcome which will help us
improve the journal.

We solicit interesting historical notes, articles
tit-bits etc., from the readers, for publication in
the forthcoming issues of Avana Amudam.

Assuring best of our services to the readers.

P. Pulney Andy Senji.



Commissioner of Archives |
and Historical Research |{ S.RANGAMANI, I.A.S.,

Deputy Commissioner of

Archives (Technical) G.RAMAMOCRTHY

e

Assistant Commissioners § T.VENKATACHAL AM
VINCENT JCSEPH

T.N.SAROJA

M .G OP AL AKRT SHN AN
Bditor (Gazetteers) { P.PULNEY ANDY SENJI
Research Cfficer 1
(Publication Cell) { J-JATACHANDRAN
Assistant Editor Y X.S.VENKATRAMAN

Rk



CCNTENTS

Page No.
ARTICLES . From To
Tamil Nadu Archives - Earlier History 1 5
M.Gopalakrishnan
Subramania Bharsthi - A Radical Political 6 14
Activigt
C.S.Subramanian
Bgtei ting cases of sati in Tamil Nadu in . 15 19
the 19th Century
C.Paramarthalingam
The formation of Madras Labour Union 20 .38
M.Sundarara j
Private records an outlook 35 41
R.Sundaresan )
Government advertisement - Public 42 44
Department .
M.Gopalakrishnan - A compile
Varieties of cash in-1819-20 in South India - 45 46
M.Govalakrishnan - A compile
Colonel Clive's Autogravh letter to Lord 47 48
Pigott DT. 11 March 1757 ‘
List of books received in Tamil Nadu 49 51

Archivesgs Library




e e e R e S S e St e 8500 e s S e

& o (0 LT A di

s580d shoramd

- e S —— p— — o Vo S

sALLUSH

NN T

GLas FT. QAN GELTmDd

Uut G msh

et w —— ame Ao ot e aam A

o en ama et e

Qsraliy - arer i o &rLdrfiey

-

uss el

52

54

60

61

62

53

59



TAMIIL NADU ARCHIVES
BARL ITER HISTORY

By: M.Gopalakrishnan,
Assistant Commissioner.

The State of Tamil Nadu occupies a umique
place in the Archives Administration in India. It is
perhaps the first among the states to realise, the
official and historical value of archives. T

It is evident that by 1901 the whole of
Madras Presidency had come into the hands of Bast
Indig Company and the second half of the 18th centuny'
saw an increasing accumulation of Govermment recoris.
From 1670 to 1720, the total accumulation of consulta-
tions were 51 volumes, from 1751 to 1800 they were
557 volumes. From 1800 onwards there were no appreci-
able expansion in the area adminiétered, but there wére
many changes in the mode of administration. The next |
twenty years bristle with a series of experiments and
changes in adminigtrative policy, when theories of
Taxation, Judicial -and Police Administration were being

hotly debated. From this time the records swell at a
‘constant’prqgressive rate with the growing necessities '
.0f public administration. This increasing accumulation 

— 0? records compelled the Government to devise proper
ﬁ;asuggs‘for their cusfody and preservation. The

earliest reposifopy of the records was the Council
room in the Fort House and the earliest container,

g \



the Chest. Later, a room was allotted for the usé'of the
Secretary aﬁd it is probable that thg records were tfans-
ferred there. In 1746, the French, when they capture
Madras, carried off the records to Pondicherry and.the
Government did not recover them till 1749. In 1754 the
Secretariat was divided into two Qranches each of which
kept its own records. It was not till 1805 that a Record
Office came into existence as a separate entity. In that
year Rt.Hon'ble Lord William Bentinck, President and
Governor of Fort St.George, pooled the work of record
keeping for the different departments by senaratipg gll
but the most recent records and placing theﬁ incharge

of a special establishment with its own office in the
north side of the Fort Square. In this connection his
following memorable minute dt.18.11.1805 is- worth .
noting:. "The consequence 5f preserving the records of
this Governmént which are now become exceedingly
voluminous and convenience which every member of Govern;
ment in é@neral upon his appointment a perfect stranger
to the details of former transaction would derive from
having a regular index to each volume induce me to
recommend that a Record Keeper should 5e appointed, the
obvious that the person to be selected should be a .
Native,,conversant with the business of the Officers

and iikely to remain in the\situation, I beg to |
recommend for that situation Mootiash who hag been -

engaged the respect of every Government." On this the



'Governor in Council vnassed orders as follows."Resolved
that the approintment re commend ed by Lord William Bent-.
nick to take place and that the salary of Mootiah, the
Principal Native servant in the Political and Military
devartments be augmented to the sum of 80 nagodaSJﬁey‘,‘
'ﬁonth in consideration of the increased duty which willvr
be entrusted to him." Thus Muthish (Moctiah) the
Principal native servant in the Political and Military
department, was appointed as the "First Record Keever" '
for the Crganised Record Room. His duty was confiﬁeﬂ to~
the custody of archives in their departmental asvect.
In 1823 ag the building had become dilapidated the
records were moved into rooms on the first floor of the
Secretariat. In 1826 they were shifted into the pillar
Godown and in 1888 they were moved into the ground floor
of the Secretariat building. Till 1889 the General
Record Department was located in the o0ld Banqueting
Hall and the gallery round it. As this was not an ideal
revository for records they were shifted to the com-~
modius building vacated by the Government press‘establish—
ment and it was converted. into a malel Record Room.
Prof.G.W.Forrest, Officer in-charge the Imperial Library
and the Record Department, Government of India visited
Madras in 1891, observed on seeing fhe record room as
follows: "Madras has been in advance of the other

- provinces of the BEmpire in possessing a central record



office in which the records are carefully tended and
protected from damp and dirt."The record administration
thus continued as a section of the work of the
Secretariat,in the immediate charge of an officer some-
times described as Record Keeper and sometimes as ‘
Superintendent of the General Record Department, until
the increasing mass of records and g better apnreciation
of their value as Public Archives led the Government to
erect it into a separate department and to lay the
foundation of a department of research. This was done
in 1908 by building the present "Tamil Nadu Archives"
at Bgmore and constituting it as a separate department
under the direct control first of the Public Department
till 1917, later under Finance Department, Public Health
Department and Public Department. Presently the Tamil
Nadu Archives in under, the control of Educatién depart-
ment of the Government of Tamil Nadu. Since the Record
Office -~ Tamil Nadu Archives became g separate depart-
ment with its own specially designed vremises, the
details of the building are given below, its activities
have widely expanded, principally in the dir@ction BE
research with a cénsequent increase of staff required
to deél‘with them. With the removai to Egmore the
"Record Office" vaﬁired a new status and additional
Space made possible a new standard of record keeping.

Various measures have since been decided to introduce



up todate methods of storage; to eliminate, as far as
possible, the formation of pockets of heat and dampg

to secure free ventilation; to avoid dust to facilitate
cleaning; to-prevent the danger of insects; white ants
and such other record pests; and to guard against

theft and fire. To repair '0old and damaged volumes and

documents, a mending section was established in 13920.

Ek e ol



SUBRAMANIA BHARATI - A RADICAL POLITICAL ACTIVISE

By: C.S.Subramanian,
Institute of South- Indian Studies

Sri Subramania Bharathi was a great Tamil poet who composed
patriotic songs. which insvired a lot of our people into politi-
cal activity. It was only after his death and the publication ‘
of a volume of his prose by one Bharathi Pracﬂuralayam showed
that he was not only a poet but also a powerful prose writer.
In féct, he was the.bne who started simple and powerful style
in Tamil which was understandable to the common man. It is
true that Bharathilmd a poetic instinst in him. But the content
and style of his verse and prose arose out of his active
involvement in the Radical Nétionalist movement during the
down of ‘this century. In the recent times quite a few
admires of Bharati, who have collected some material about hin
and wrote articles about the active particination of Bharati

" in politics. . ’ T oLuT4s
Quite a bit of interesting material relating to the
\political_acfivities of Subramania Bharathi can be had from
the records available in Temil Nadu Archives. The relevant
~re¢°rds would tell the fact of his active participation in
the extremist Nationsl Movement. Indeed, his activities are
guch as to make the aﬁthorities'of taking some action against
: him. Cne éets the impression that he displayed the qualities
‘of a staunched fighter for the freedom of his motherland.
I shall give just oﬂe or two references

i) How and what activity of his, the Govern-
ment thought of taking action against him.



ii) How thal . .onllauea his political
activity especially in editing a Tamil
Political weekly in Pondicherry inspite

of a ban order on the paper.
N

Sri Subramania Bhairathi attended the 1906 Calcutta
session of the congress and also the 1907 Surat Session
is well egtablished. He was one of the young men who
arranged for B.C.Pal's visit to Madras in April, May 1907
and they tried to arrange for B.C.Pal's visiting . ther
centres besides Madras in Tamil Nadu. He was active in
organising propaganda for the new party, party of the
followers.of Tilak. He addressed a nunber of rieetings -
~quite a number in 1907 and 1908.

The breaking of law on 9th March

There was a procession to celebrate the release of
B.C.Pal. Permission to play music in the procession was
refused. Inspite of ilz'. the procession marched playing
nmusic. Here is vhat the police Commissioner in a detailed
official letter dated 12.3%.08 to the Chief Secretary.

"Cn the 9th March, 1908 all the procession
started from different parts of the City towards
the South Beach, where a public meeting was con-
vened. The procession were orderly till they
reached the Victoria Hostel where music was
commenced and used till they reached the South
Beach. It was considered inexpedient to inter-
fere at this stage as the processionariets were
defiant and in an excited state. The Police

did not, therefore, interfere with a view

to avoid any disturbance".

After the procession met on the foreshore of the

South Beach two of the Speakers named Subramanya

Bharathi and Bthiraj Surendranath Arya in the course



of their speeches said that in defiance of the
Commissionér of Police Order they used music and that
the audience should take on oath that they must be with-
in the legal bound of law as far as it did not interfere
with their natural rights but when it did so they must
infringe the same and break the law.

.The musicians who played the music are noice to be
convicted under the City Police Act. If they state before
the court that they played the music of their own éccord
without being engaged either by the orgsnises of the
procession or by the aforesaid two speakers it will be
difficult to sadolle the responsibility uvon the persons
who really abetted the Commission of the offence under
the City Police Act. Unsuccessful »rosecution would
merely make martyrs of comparatively insignificant men.

"My chief object iﬁ writing to you is

to ask for instructions whether notice
is to be taken of the abettors.

The Chief Secretary wrote to the
Commissioner of Police on 18.3.08

I am to tell you that you should
take steps to bind over Subramanya
Bharathi and Pthiraj Surendranath
Arya to keep please, if you think there
is sufficient evidence to prove that
they incited the crowd to break the law"

This could not be done as the Police Commissioner
reported that the evidence they had was not as gtrong -
as it might_be. « - as the reporters of the 'Mail' and
the 'Times' have not preserved the actual notes they

made at thé meeting.”
) %G.C.MS.N0.1729,Judicia1,dt.29.12.08)



The Indian News paper dated 14.3.08 wrote under
the heading Mr.Pal's release and the. Police", as
follows:
"DMhe Commissioner of Police had ordered that no
music could be taken with the procession. Some of us "
decided to defy this order because we thought_that it
was not only illegal but also inconsistent with the
rights of the people. We were prépared even to go to
.parison* for this purpose. The music started from the
Gosha Hosnital1 and it was expected that the Police
would forthwith begin to take the people. But perhaps
ﬁhey realised that they were not a match for tens of
thousands of people with a firm strength of mind
(N.NR.1908 p.197) |

| Action under sec 124-A and 155-A of the I.P.C. was
actually—suggested by the Commissioner of Police. In a
letter dated 24.6.1908 he forwarded two speeches of
Subramanya Bharathi made on 9th March and 10th May at
public meetings on which he had obtained the opinion of
the Advocate-General that %hose’sneeches were obnoxious
to Sec.124-A and 155-A; and sought an order of the
Go;ernment authorising the institution of proceedings
.against Subfamanya Bharati also.

The notes circulated by the Executive Councillors

and the view of the Governor show that but for the fact
that the question of prosecution was raised after!a

delay of .some weeks, and the difficulty of getting oral



.10
evidence satisfactory enough to get a conviction,
gsanction might have been given by the Government to
prosecute. One of the Executive Councillors had written
that the Commissioner of Police should be asked to |
proceed under Sec.108 G.P.C. (proceedings to call upon
a pawn to furnish security fo} good behaviour) against

Subramania Bharati. But fhe Governor, had observed.

" I would have agreed to prosecution in
this case had there not been such un-
conscionable delay.

" To prosecute now locks like panic or
vindictiveness

" It is now too late in my owenion to
institute proceedings".

(G.C.N0.923%, Judicial, dt.4.7.08)

Bharathi addressed quite a few nolitical meetings as
seen from a perusal of G.C.No.920/921, Confidential
Judicial dt.3.7.08. In the G.C. file relating to the
sanction of the prosecution of Ethiréj‘Surendrana{h Arye
for seditious activities a reference has been made that
7 meetings was held in the city from 9th March 1908 to
25th June 1908. In one of these meetings Bharathi was
one of the main speakers. ‘

According to a Police report on 25th June 1908 at
9.00 P.M. a body of members of the Chairman Jana Sangam
under the leadership pf |
1) C.Subramania Bharathi
2) Muthia Doss and

3) Ethiraj Surendranath Arya

4
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started out from Parthasarathi Temple, Triplicane, shout-
ing Vadda Matarém and annoﬁncing té the Public that therg
would be a Bhgjana and a meeting at Parthasarathi Temple

4in honour of the arrest-of Bal Gangadhar Tilak".

The India Paper

The Tamil Weekly Newspaper India was started in May
1906. It has published the views of the extremist group
in the Congress and gave news about their activities.
Sri Subramania Bharati was the actual editor of the paper.
In August 1908 the nominal proprietor and editor of the
vaper, Mr.M.Srinivésan who was arrested and tried for
publishing seditious articles and sentenced to five
years. The press and the péper were shifted to Pondicherry

in September 1908.

Banned but revived and banned again

The general impression aﬁong’many Tamil readers of
the weekly paver of Subramanya Bharati is that the weekly
paper 'India' which was shifted to Péndicherry in 1908
and which he edited in Pondicherry from October 1908,
ceased publication after March 1910. The Madras Govern-
ment in its G:O.No.424, Judicial, dated 18.3.1910
"declared forfeit all copies of 'India' and 'Suryodayam',
whenever found. But the records available in the Tamil
Nadu‘Archives shows that the paper was revived. Two issues
of its publicatién on 2nd July and ?Brd July, 1910
bearing Volume 2 No.28 and 29 respectively came to the

notice of the Government of Madras and by an order
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dated 12.9.1910, the paper was declared forfeited to His
Majesty. The order reads as follows:-
The following notification will be published in the

Fort St.George Gazette:-

NCTIFICATION

'Whereas the Tamil Newspaper 'India' published
at Pondicherry, which has now been revived after
a period of Cessation containg matter, which in
the opinion of the Governor-in-Council, is cal-
culated to bring into hatred and contempt and to
excite disaffection towards the Government
established by law in British India and is there-
fore of the kind described in Section 4. Sub-
section (1) of the Indian Press Act, 1910, the
Governor~-in-Council is pleased to declare, in
exercise of the power conferred by Sec.12, sub-
section (1) of the said Act, that the newspaper
is forefeited to His Majesty.

( True extract)
| W.S.lleyer,
CHIEF SECRETARY
We can conclude from the above 1) that Subramanya
?hanati'and his associates cbntained their political
"activities from Pondicherry.

ii) that through the India Paper (which had
a large circulation in South India and
also among Indians in Burma and Malaya)
anti-British and anti Imperialist
activities were published and political
propgganda carried on

- and (iii) that inspite of the ban on the paper
in March 1910, attempts were made to continue
its publication and this activity ceased after

- July 1910. _

Sri Subramanyé»Bharati was continued to be a political

Suspect, a dangerous seditionist; beyond the reach of
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the British Indian law. He is listed among the politi-~

cal suspects whose corresmondence has been intercepted.

Interception of correspondence

Following the Ashe Murder and during the investi-
gation of the case, the Police authorities wanted and
obtained from the Government .an order for the intereep—
tion of all postal articles add}essed to and send by

the political susvects in Pondicherry, Sri C.Subramanya

Bharati was one of the person.

(From the G.0's 1396,Judicial,
dt.4.9.1911 and 1782,
Judicial dt.18.11.1911)

*HH¥



* Note that some were prepared to go to
jail defrying the ban

1. Gosha Hospital - Now called Kasturba
"Gandhi Hospital.



EXCITING CASES CF SATI IN TAMIL NADU IN THE 19th CENTURY

By: C.Paramarthalingam,
' Lecturer in History.

Right from time immemmorial innumerable excres-—
cences have crept into the Indian Society. Something
was basically wrong with this society. Remedy had
proved worse than malady. Even the Buddha could not
succeed. It was time thé society was reformed.

Sati or self-immolation was one such social dis-
ability as to make the Indian Society evil-ridden.
Women had been looked down upon. Society was under the
hypnotic influence of priesﬁhOOd which cashed in on
at its sweet will. It took possession of the jewellery
of the woman who committed Sati, a reason attributed
to the prevalence of this nefarious custom. It made
its impact felt upon Tamil Nadu also - region located
in the tip of the Indian sub-continent a fact which
could not be denied that the whole of India was sub-
merged with the influence of theftwice born' - a
honorific attributed by man to distinguish man an

”'abominablg humaen factor. In this hand-out an attemnt
is made to stuly how this obnoxious custom snatched
away the lives of three women in Tamil Nadu in the
19th dentury -'a land famed for Bhakti, Buddhi and
Mukti . ‘ '

'Sati' is a Sanskrit word which means a chaste

‘\wife. In Engiish it is used as feminine noun which_

takes the verbal root 'Sati' which means truth.
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Therefore, a Sati was a widow who was deemed virtuous
as she took to burning herself on the fune£al pyre of
her husband. In the opinion of S.C.Sarkar "it is referr-
ed to in Vedic literature and mentioned in the Puranic
tradition also“.1 This practice was prevalent among the
royal families, though there had been many instances
of private Sati.

In Tamil Nadu the‘first reported Sati took place
in Tanjore in 1802 when the Rajah of Tanjore, Rajah Amir
Singh died. He had four lawful wives, outvéf whom the
Brahmin priests selected two for Sati. Necessary
arrangements were made for the ceremony. Very near the
place a pit measuring 12 to 15 feet square was dug.
Inside the ditch a pyramid made of sandalwood was erect-
ed. Upon the pyramid a scaffold madé of the same wood
was made. The pillars that supported the scaffold were
arranged in such a way as to be removed easily so as
to cause instant death. Ghee was filled in brass jars
S0 és to hasten combustion.

On reaching the spot the victims took the usual
ablutions and mounted the pile and lay on either side
-of the deceased king, with their hands joining across
the corpse. Then the Brahmin priests loudly recited
several mantras, sprinkled Holy water'qp the corpse,
poured ghee on it and set fire to it. When the fire
was lighted withnfire, the props were removed and the

entire structure collapsed. Their relations who stood
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around the pile called them by their names and the Abce
Dubois, a French missionaryland eye-witness says the
word 'Yen' (&) (What) was heard ?2.

The second Sati took place in 1813 near Kumbakonam
at a place called Agramangudy. One Narnapiah of the said
village died at noon of the same day. His wife Kaverl
Ammal burnt herself with her deceased husband, though
attempts were made by the acting Darogah of Papanasam to
retrieve the victim but before he could reach the place
she was burnt.3 .

In 1876 a private Sati took place at T4 runelveli
"wherein a widow dug a ditch in her house and covered it
with sandal wood. Dressing herself as a bride and clos-
ing the doors, she lighted the pyre and jumped into it.4

Essides these three cases of Sati, several other
cases 2lso took place and further research will throw
more light upon this subject.

Attempfs had been taken to abolish this institution

in Tamil Nadu in 1813 when G.M.Lushinghton became

Magistrate of Tanjore. Lord William Bentnick, "a refommer

by temperament" became Governor-General in 1828, who, in

oonsulﬁation with Mohan Roy, caused the péssage of Act
yo.XVII of 1829. This Act came into being in Tamil Nadu
in 1830 as Act No.I which declared that "the practice
“of Suttee, or of burning or burying alive the widows of
Hindus; is hereby declared 111eps) snd punishable by

the Criminal Courts".5
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Though Sati had been statutorily aﬁoiished, unlawful
incidence of Sati had been reported. Reform as Swami
Vivekananda said, to be effective; should come from tith-
in', mind being the fulcrum of human activities. That re-
form has failed in India could be testified to the fact
that it has been 'a paper reform only'. As long as in
India precept is not, coupled and combined with practice,
epithets like 'social reform' or 'social transformation'
will remain a distant dream”to real%se. Social reform
bodies like the Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj} Prarthana Samaj
and Theosophical Society failed in their ijective because
they tried to purge the society of its impurities only
outwardly. The scum remained inside. Only the pragmatic
application of social reform alone could solve the social
malaise with which the Indian Society is afflicted. For
economic uplift there should b»e social integration and
social reformation. It is hoped that a casteless society
will be a Ffitting answer to the present disorder. As R.C.
Majumdar obServes,';the abolition of Sati and other cruel
practiées gave a fillin to the movement for social re-

6

forms"~ which is still in the process and has, as

S.Natarajan has pointed out, manifested itself in the
form of social welfare a dream which our forbears dreamt
to make it a reéiity as was the case with the symbolic

vedic age that every one should have food, clothing and
shelter and visualise a universal brotherhood a dream
which has yet to be realised as the object of which has
been distracted a lacuna to be plugged before things

g0 away. |
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THE FCRMATION OF MADRAS L/BOUR UNION

By: M.Sundararaj,
Library Assistant.

The emergence of labour movement in Madras caused
the formation of Madras Labour Union in 1918 in the
B.&.C. Mill, opened a new chapter not only in the
history of Tamil Nadu but slso in India. Economic,
Social and Political condition of Madras Presidency
during the later parts of the 19th and the early parts
of the 20th centuries directly and indirectly caused
the formation of the Labour Union. Egonomically the
people of Madras Presidency were mostly agriculturists
 and their Material pogsition was deplorable during the
early parts of the 20th century. Frequent failure of
monsoon changed many land holders as landless paupers.
Lack of rain caused frequent occurances of famine which
compelled the farmers tQ'vacaté their villages or to
die due to starvation. Among the people who vacated the
rural areas, majority migrated to urban areas, with
the hope of getting eppléyment opnortunities such as
 coolies in different establishments.' Among the
migrants, people around the Madras City areas
migrated to Madras where they could find some means
fpr their livelihodd.

Decline of Handloom Industry during the 19th
qentury due to Industrial Revolution resulted many

handloom workers as unemployers.2 Their unemployment
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problem automatically attracted their attention on Madras
City where B.&.C. Mill and Choolai Mill used to provide
little employment ovnortunities. Hence the failure of
traditional works 1l.e. agriculture and weaving paved the
way for the growth of population in the Madras City's
Industrial and Commercial Areas.

The condition of workers in the industries and
factories‘was intolerable. They were poorly paid and the
sanitary condition of their working as well as dwelling
areas were not upto the mark. In addition to that they
had to work 11 to 12 hours in a day with half an hour
lunch break. Above all women and children who worked in
the indw try also met the same sufferings of other
labourers.3

Among the workers most of them were illiterate and
had no intention to continue their work in the industry.
Whenever they found an opportunity to continue their
agricultural work, they would simply 1 caws the Fivms mnd
proceeded to their villages to work in the farms. Hence
it was very difficult to organise them to fight agaipst
their employers to redress their grivences. In addition
to that thé labourers were belonging to different castes
and religious and there was no unity among them. Their
communél and religious factions prevented them to be
united for common ends. The domestic life of the workers
Wefe also not satisfactory. Their poor inccme was not

ssufficient to run their. family which consisted of not
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less than 4 children mostly. The poor income of the
family compelled the female members of the family to
work. Above all the workers had little morality and
indulged in social vices suqh as téking intoxicating
liquér, doing prostitution and so on. Poverty changed
many women as prostitutes for saving the lives of their
family members.

The increase of promiscuous life in the B.&ic. Mill
area caused .the increaée of V.D. which urged the Corpora-
tion of Madres to establish venerial hospital in the
Mill centre in 1924.%

Politically Pandemonium prevailed everywhere in
regional, national ané’lnternational level. In the
regional level there preisted different factions for
political and socisl ends. The congress party had
different groups which tried toc supersede each othep.
Duriﬁg the first decade of the 20th century the Egmore
Group and Mylapore éroup headed by Kasturi Ranga Iyengar
ahd C.P.Ramaswami Iyer respectively tried to'prove
their supremacy in the sphere of freedeom struggie.5

Anne Besant's Home Rule Movement added new dimen-
sion in the area‘of national movement. She utilised
the Theosophical éoqiety for her volitical purposes.
The Theosophical society contributed eminent vpersona-
lities known as George Arundale who worked for the

upliftment of working class. Anne Besant's -Affectionate

position of the Brahmins in pelitical and social matters
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"provoked the resentment of non-Brahmins towards Annéﬁ
Besants and the Brahmin community which paved the way
for the formation of Justicg party in 1916, by Dr.T.M;
Nair,.Sir Tyagaraja Chettiyar, Panagal Raja etc.6
Nationally the Govermment of India was pre-oacupied wifh
internal civil wars and external threats due to First
World Var. Intérﬁally seditious activities were going on
as a part and parcel of national movement.7 Inter- .
nationally the out break of First World War brought
England in a dilemma and she had to defend her Indian
colony and others. The outbreak of the war had its
repercussions in the Trade Union Movement in Madras. The
out break of the Russion Revolution 1917 added new
inspiration to the working class to be united for the
common ends.

While the poor financial position of the labourers
and the exploitatibn of the employers were going on one
side, the working class and some social service agenéies
took - some ﬁeasures to safeguard the rights and pre-
vileges of the labourers. In Calcutta the working Men's
) ﬁission wes establiéhed in 1878 under the auspices of
the Broaghmo Samaj which established night schools for
" the labourers to preach religion and morality. In
Bombay Lokhande established the Bombay Mill Hands
Association in 1890 for the welfare of the Labourer
community. Latér in 1897 the Mmalgamated society of
* Railway servants of India and Burma was registered

under the Indian Companies #ct in India.
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The formation of labour organisations during the
.later parts of the 19th century had little effect because
of the non-co-operation of the workers and the adament as
well as autocratic attitude of the administrators towards
the workers. At the same time their struggles for better
payment and other sanitary conditions succeeded in dﬁe
" course. In 1908 the Indian Factory Labour Commigsion was
organised by the Goverrment of India.  Then in 1911 the
Indian Factories Act (Act No.XIT) was passed by the Govern-

10

ment of India. Even the Indian Factories Act did not

gatisfy the labourers who struck work in the Railway

" Again in 1916 the Govern-~

workshov in Madras, in 1914.
ment of India formed the Indian Industrial Commission
for the increase of productivity because the First World
War collapsed the economy of England and her colonies.
The commission arrived Madras B.&.C. Mill and other
Industrial Centres. 2 77y ~

A11 the attempts of ths Government were concentrat-
ed for the increase of productivity not for the welfare
of the workers. The discontentgd workers had little
opportunity to organise themselves for fighting their
, common needs because the Management uséd to take drastic
steps such as dismissal and other criminél charges on
~ the labour leaders who worked in the firms. They nor-
mally expressed their grievances to the outsiders when
. they had an opportunity to do'so. Hence Labour Move-

ments were organised by sympathetic non-workers with
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the co-oneration of the working class. In Madras
G.Selvapathy chetty an amateur took the lead of labour
movement during the first half of the 20th Century. His
deep involvement into thg affairs of the warking class
effecfed the establishment of Msdras Labour Union in
1918 and other workers union in different organisations.
Ganda Chelvanathi.chetty wés borﬁ on 9th September
1892 in George Town, Madras. He belonged to a humble
middle class Balija Community and had little education.
Varathiah Chetty, the father of Chelvapathy had a
Bangle Industry conéisted of 16 to 20 workers in the
Samaravuri Mudaliar House, General Muthiah Mudali
Street, George Town: He manufactured Bangle which had
'a good demand in Cornool and Cuddapa districts:in
Andhra.

Varathiah Chetty had a religious Sabha named
VENKATESA BHéEHA GANA SABHA AND most of the members
of the Sabha were the workers of his Bangle Industry.
Chelvapathy took an active rple.in the functions of
the Sabha such as Lectures, Béjanahs and éo on. When
his father died in 1908 Chelvapathy took up the whole
responsibilities of the Sabha and changed the name as
Sree Venkatesa Gunamirtha Varushni Sabha. - He became
the secretary of the Sabha and took an active part
for its development. He made the religious Sabha
popular by conducting periodical Meetings with eminent

persons which were held at No.52,Ramanuja Nilaiam,
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Demellows Road, Most of the participants of the meetings
were the workers of the B.&.C. and Choolai Mill. Most
important Dérsons who presented their speeches in the
Sabha were Justice T.Sadha Siva Iyer, Justice V.Srini-
vasa Iyengaf, S.Srinivasa Iyer (Advocate General)

Thiru V.Kalyanasundaram Mudaliar, S.Sachithanandam
Pillai, V.C.Chidamparam Pillai Selva Kesava Raya
Mudéliar, (fomer Professor of Pachiyapvas College)
T.Venkatarama Iyer, Devan Bahadur, L.A.Govinda Raja Iyer,

T4

S.Duraisﬁamy Iyer, S.Sathyamurthi etc. strictly speak-
ing, he was impressed and influenced by these people.
During the period of 1st World War (1914) Chelva-
pathy and his friend Ramanujalu Naidu discussed the
matters of the war news in the Sudashmitran newspaper
and explained to the mill workers. When the workers
visited the Sabha they had a catalogue of complaints
regérdiﬁg their working conditions and the inhumane
treatment of their Officiais. Ramanujalu Naidu wrote
_ anonymous betitions to the (fficials of the mill by.
explaining the grievance of the workers and noted the
reactions of the letters which were informed to Chelva-
pathy and Ramanu jalu periOQically‘by the workers. The
’miserable conditions of the workeré persuaded Chelva-
pathy which ﬁltimately urged him to start trade union
work.
* LABCUR MEETINGS
‘ In order to solve the problems of the labourers

they started to organise labour meetings in the ndme of
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the Sabha. Hence a meeting was conducted in August 1917
under the presidentialship of one Vaishnavs religious -

5 He quoted the diffi-

speaker, N.C.Kannapiran Mudaliar.
culties of the heroes in Ramayana and Mahabaraths for
giving some consolation to the ill-treated workers.

Day by day complaints of the workers increased such
as token system to use the toilet, 30 minutes interval
during lunch hour, long hours work (12 Hours) poor wages,
considering late as absent etc. The most striking inci-
dent which call the attention of Chelvaﬁathy and
Ramanu jalu was the beating of a worker in disgraceful
manner.16 Cne worker wanted to go to the teilet urgently.
When he asked'his superior for permission, he was replied
to wait until the arrival of the person who had gone. He
could pdt bear it and defeated there. His superintendent
compelled him to clean the place. Cut of onpression he
did it..This matter was brought to the notice of Chelva~
pathy and Ramanujalﬁ who reported this incident with
other grievances tb Dewan Bahadur Gootri Kesavapillai
who reported the matter to Karunakéra Menon, the Editor
of "Indian Patriot" which published the matter. Later
the”éame news was published in Hindu, Sudeshmitran and
other papers which gave a new impetus to the workers
" for agitation.17
. EPOCH MAKING GATHERING COF MORE THAN 10,000.

Cn 2nd March 1918 Chglvapathy and Ramanjalu organis—

ed a labour meeting under the auspices of the Sabha at
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Tangaramanu jammal Bungalow. It was presided by honour-

able magistrate, Sudersans Mudaliar.18

In this meeting
Thiru V.Kalyanasundaram Mudaliar, the great Tamil
Scholar delivered an inspiring speech in the gathering
of more than 10,000 people mostly the workers of
Buckingham Carnatic Mill and Choolai Mill.19 de gave
the workesrs some new spirit and confidence. In this
meeting fhe idea of forming the union was confimmed.

The president of the meeting who camé under the
impression that it was going to be = réligious meeting
objected the speech of Thiruviksa. The objection was
put down by Chelvapathy in his vote of thanks address.o
Chelvapathy and Ramanujalu decided to consult Mrs.Besant
for presiding their provosed labour meeting. For that
they went to the "New India" office of Besant to meet
her. But she was not there in the New India Cffice.
Then they explained their plan to B.P.Wadia'for form-
ing the labour meeting. They asked B.P.Wadia to preside
the labour meeting and the latter accepnted the offer-
ings. By their request Wadia came infront of the mill
along with Chelvapathy and Remanujalu and saw the
workérs who were running to the mill during their
lunch hours like race horse. After that some meet~
ings were conducted in the name of the Sabha.

Governor Lord Pentilard warned Wadia not to
indulge in the labour‘matters and asked him to

decline his proposal for his presidentship in the
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labour meetings because any strike would affect the :
supply of Khaki cloth teo the soldieré. The Khaki cloth
was produced by the B.&.C. Mill in large scale and was
sunnlied to the scldiers who fought in the side of
Britain.?’ -

In the midst of sc¢ many hardship and difficuli-.
the Unicn for workers was formed on 27th April (¢
under the presidentship of B.P.Wadia and Chelvanatn:
and Ramanujalu as secretaries. Sélla Guruswemy Thotilar,
Thiruvika and Diwan Bahadur Kesavapillai were “he o2

presidents.22

The Union was named as the Iladras Xe Lwlusss
U'nion.23

Along with the Madras Lébour Union Chelvapathy
started 20 Unions in Madrafs_.24 -

In order to curb and curtail the powers and prestige
of the Madras Labour Union the B.%.C. Mill management
established the B.&.C.Mill Management Welfare Committee
under the supervision of Anthoni Pillai the retired
Police Inspector. To attract the workers, the welfare :
committee in the hands of the management organiced
qurts day and other functions which were preéided over.
by‘Lord Koshan, the deernor of Médras who gave preéents>
to the children and other Particivants.25 |

Prior to that Chelvapathy organised a workers rally
and exblainéd and clarified elaborately the intention

and back ground of the welfare committee which was

setup to crush the labour movement. He requested the
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workers to boycott the functions at any cost. In the
function the workers participated which realised the
authcrity of mill about the influence of Chelvapathy
on labourers and the dominant powers of the Madras
Labour Union. The B.&.C. Mill Managemenf decided to
dissolve the welfare Committee.26 He along with
Ramanu jalu arrsnged weekly, monfhly.and annual meet-
ings in the Union. Thiruvika states that Chelvapathy

27 Dur-

and Ramanujalu were his Bharathz and Lakshmans.
ing the strike period in the mill he did meritorious
service by distributing the donations collected from
business people and other organisations especially the
M.& S.M. Railway Union. During the 1920-21 strike |
Gandhi ji sent Rupees 30;000 for the labourers in_the
mill and the amount was distributed to the workers

28

sincerely. During the strike period the Union gave’

Rs.10, 7 and 3 to the affected labourers accoriing to
their grade.29 |

FCUNDING THE MADRAS LABCUR UNICN CFFICE

. Chelvapathy wanted a separate owned building for
the labour Union Cffice. For that he bought the
Mnantiariyan building owned by Anantianiyan Iyengar,
who was the close friend of Chelvapathy; Then the‘
building was demclished and it w=s planned to construct
a three storyed building. Due to the lack of money he
arranged lottery »nrized. The lottery tickets were sold

only to the Mill workers. Each ticket cost one ruvee.
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Thus he collected a small amount and started the
construction of the building. The foundation stone was
1aid by Thiru Vi.Ka in 193130 Many workers gave do-
nations for the building. Atlast he borrowed Rs.2,000
from the port Trust Union in which he was the founder
president. The building was opened by Diwan Bahadur.'
Kesavapillai on 16th September 1931 and was named as

51 Thus the wuntiring

Chelvapathy Ramanujalu Nilayam.
efforts of Chelvapathy resulted in the erection of
union office building.

,Ih the labour office he established a printing press

and started one newspaper called the "Indian Tozhilali".32

He thus educated the labourers by his writings which |
paVed the wiy for the involvement of workers in the
freedom movement. For starting the ﬁrinting press he

was helped by MANICKKAM MUDALIAR, the Proprietor of,
Nelson Company, who supplied all the materials related
to the press.

In 1932 the Madras Labour Union was recognised by
the Mill due to the efforts of B.Siva Rao, the theﬁv
president. The working hours was reduced from 12 hours
to 10 hours and then from 10 té 9 hours. Wages of the
workers were raised from Rs.100 to 150 and 15 days leave
with full pay was allotted. The workers were élso given
15 days pay as bonus and 13 days holidays per year.

Again they were provided quarters, co-operative stores,

canteen facilities, free medical aids, equnl promotion
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- to Indions on bar with Europeans upto supervisory grade

and other welfare facilities.3?

FCUNDING OF THE RAILWAY UNICN

The Roilway workers were the victims of the Buropeor
officials who treated them as plebeians. They had no
organisations to raise their grievances. Due to in-
tolerable conditions the workers in the Perambur Rail-
way Workshop orotested against the authority in 1905
by sitting down infront of the workshop- gnte. The resuld
was that the svonsors of the sit down strike were
severely punished without any oonsideration.34 In order
to get some relief from the authority, the workers in
the ferambur Workshop approached the Madras Labour
Unior Leaders especially Chelvapathy and Ramanujalu to
help them.‘The outcome was the establighment of the
Madras & Southern Maratha Railway Union.o>

- For the preliminary action, Chelvapathy and Rama-
nujalu organised the Railway workers and conducted the
first meeting near the Kasi Viswanatha Temple, Ayana-
varam in 1919..Bu? the meeting wés disturbed by the
'hired—gundas of the factory authority. Before taking
any decision thé meeting was collapsed.36lPolice
supported the authority by keeping quiet.

.The second meeting was organised by Chelvapathy &
4Raﬁanujalu near Kalavala Kannan Chetty High School on

the bank of a-tank in Perambur. The meeting was presid-

ed by V.0.Chidambaram Pillai.o! When the meeting
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commenced the same rowdies created confusion. Here aléo
police did not take any step to control the confusion.
Immediately Chelvapathy rushed to the C3 Police Station
and complained‘the matter té the Sub-Inspector, Huzian
‘WhO come to the spot with Chelvapafhy by his bike. But
his intention to help Chelvapathy by creating peace in
the meeting was spoiled by the moffussil police which
persuaded the Sub~Inspector not to invoive in it. Thus
the meeting ended in failure and fiasco.38
‘ Then the third meeting was organisea on the bank of
a tank at Seematramman Koil, Perambur on Februapy Toh
1919 without any announcément. Chelvapathy collected
some Railway workers who were ?eturning to their home
after work and conducted the meeting.39 In this meeting
the idea of forming the unioh was confirmed with
Arundale as oresident.
The fourth meetlng was the enoch making event in

the history of Railway Union. Chelvapathy and Ramanugalu
organised the meeting in Jamaliya house near Thankavel
Mudaliar betel field, Perambur. Chelvapathy and Rama-
nujalu took nrecautionary measureé to defend the meet-
ing. They collected some 200 well bodied mill workers
and gave them sufficient instructions to chack howling
and other .trouble some activities. Arundale was elect-
ed as the president though he was not present in the
ﬁeeting. Thousands of Railway workers and mill workers

gathered.
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Even the railway workers who returned to home after
work, stopped the train and partiéipated the meeting.
V.0.Chidambaram Pillai delivered an eloguent speech which
attracted 2ll the people. Chelvapathy and Ramanujalu
were made as the Secretaries of the union and the Chelva-
pathy continued the Secretaryship upto,1921.4o*
He started the City Police Union in 1920. Madhavan
Naidu, n<police constable requested Chelvapathy to form
one Union for the police. The inaugural meeting was held
in the permises of the corpor=tion bus stand situated
at the back of Ripon building. At first Chelvapathy
invited Lord -Govinda Dhas to take the presidentship.
Due to the involvement of Lord Cunninkam, thethen
Commissioner of Police, lord Govindadhas declined the
offering. Later Chelvapnthy approached S.Kasturi Ranga
Iyengar, the Hindu Editor and he accented the offerings
and took the presidentship.
Salem Barister Aadi Narayana Chettiar was made as
the Vice ?resident and treasurer and Chelvapathy was
the General Secretary. The office of the Union was
situated .in Chindadharipet. After two years the parlia-
ment passed a resolution not to allow outsiders to
involve in the police matters; The violated persons
would be fiﬁed along with imprisomment. So the former
president. and Secretary (Chelvapath&) left the union
"and was later occupied by Mahommad Ibrahim, head
constablé as president and Madhavan Naidu constable,

as Secretafy. Within few months they lost their jobs

‘, o . T YIG
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due to their involvemeﬁt in the union matters. Severe
charges were framed on them and the union declined
soon: *

In 1920 he foﬁnded the Tram Ways Union. Cne retired
constahle Sriramalu Naidu, worked as:a,driver ih the
Tram way and he approached Chelvapathy to form a union
for the Tram way workers. The union meeting was held in
front of the Madras Police Court. E.Lééhmana Iyer (Barat-
law) was made the president and Sriramalu Naidu as the
Secretary. Chelvapathy beéame the adviser of the union.
The office of the union was situated in Chindadharipet.

He formed the printers union in 1920 with Thampson ‘
printing Commany and other printing press ﬁquers. Hari
Sarathama Rao gnd M.S.Subramaniya iyer (Sub-editor of
Sudesmitran) as president and vice-president respectively.
' Chelvapathy was the organiser and secretary. Later this
union declined. |

_He started the Match Factory Union in T pesvabtd gy
in 1920. He dénuted Duraiswamy Naidu and Varatha Raja
Mudaliar to look after the administration. Later by the
involvement of P.R.K.Sharma, fhe Madras Union members
withdraw. ‘

The Ranipet labour union‘was found in the Parry
Cor‘m_o'any by Siva Rao. After him, Chelvavnathy became the
presgident. . . ‘

Chelvapathy startéd the buttlers union and later
it was taken dvei by M.C.Raja, a prominent Hari jan

leader. g



36

He also started the Barbers Union, Madras Port
Trust Union, etc. Cne central bdard was organised for
211 these unions. Later the ceﬁtral board lost its
iﬁportance due to the negligence of the leaders.42

The establishment ofbsubsequent labour unions in
different firms proved the popularity of the Madras
Labour Union. Chelvanathy Chetty'and his assoéiatés
Went a step further and organised the Madras LaboUr
party in 1950 with Chelvapathy as president, B.P.Wadia
& Shiva Rac as the patrons, Ramanujalu Ngidu as the
Vice-President, V.R.Ramachandren and Teenafaj as
Secretaries and C.Ramanujam as treasurer.43

The formation of Madras Labour.Union gave new
impetus to the workers to fight for their grievances.
Subsequently many long drawn problems such as 12 hours
work, minimum pay, poor sanitary conditions and so on
were solved by the efforts of Labour Union. Labour
Union gave new confidences to the working class to fighf.
against their employers for achieving their demands.
During the later period the cold war between the warkers
and employeps bﬁrst into hot wars in the_form of strikes
and lock outs. In order to make a cordial relation bet-
ween the employees and the employers Government began to
pass labour laws by which the involvement of Labour
Unions was considered. Labour Union movement produced
eminent labour and politiéal leaders such as S5.C.C. |
Antony Pillai, Gurumurthy, V.P.3inthan, V.V.Giri and

S0 On.
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PRIVATE RECCRDS AN CUTLGCK

By: R.Sundaresan,
Research Assistant.

As we know, it is the business of history to dis-
cover and to express the truth about the past that is to
distinguish between fact and fixation. If you can gain the
gspirit of scientific historical research, you will learn
to love truth and aveid, falsehood. You will always be
aqxious to know and careful to speak of events as they
really happeéned. You will also be ready té take a reverent
and affectionate care of everything which can instruct us
about the past whether these memorials are coins or incis-
ed-ﬁableté, palm leaf, books or ancient buildings.

In the country like ours, the pyrivate records are
in abundance. Due to lack of facilities and care they were
become victims of natural calamities or destroyed by pests.
The owners of the records do not care about their survival
and its usefulness'to our socilety. Ancient Tamil classics
‘were also in the same fate and were saved ffbm their exter-—
mination by Tamil Scholars like Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer who
haye published many Tamil literary works from the palm |
%eaves. He has unearthed many literary works from the
private owners of Adheenams and maths in the last century.

In the recent times, the Government have taken steps
té unearth‘the private records. For which the Govertment
" of Tamil Nadu have constituted an influential committee
viz ~The Regional Committee fof Survey of Historical Records

to survey the historical records available in private
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custody and to make their available for historical
research.

At the insvance of the Government of Tamil Nadu,
Commissioner of Archives and Historical Research
persuaded the District Collectors to organise District
level Committee which resulted that about 13 districts
have oone forwarded to organise District Level Committee.

The District Commitﬁees in their persuit, holding
meetings and pronagate aims of the swvey of historical
Committees and the necessity of acquiring important
historical records from private parties.

The District Committees of Salem and Pudukkottai
Districts have brought out quarterly journals called

Rorall dgorg gec gbadsw OFdd wdh
in which interesting articles on higtorical monuments

and proofs of rare records ccllected are published. A
rare possession of records which contains the éignature
of Tippu Sultan was found in Sudhari family, Ammapalayamnm
village of Salem Jagir with the details of Inam granted
by him to one Muslim Mbulvi Hazarat Syed Athah Ullsh
Shah Sudhari. This item has been published by the Salem
District Historical Records Committee in its issue for
April'86. An extract of this recofd in Urdu Language has

been reproduced in this issue.
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GOVERNMENT ADVERTISEMENT

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT

Compiled by: M.Gopalakrishnan,
Assistant Commissioner

The Right Honourable the Governor in Council,
considering the great advaﬁtages likely to result to the
public by the establishment of a Govermment Bank, for
the receipt and deposit of specie, and for the issue of
Promissory Notes ééyable on demand, under the responsi-
bility of Government, hés been pleased 0o resolve, that
on the first day of February next, a Bank shall be
established and opened at this Presidency, and be
denominated. The Government Bank.

2. That the Right Honourable the Governor shall be
the Sole Director, and have the general Superintendence
of the affairs of the Bank.

3. That the more immediate detail and management of
the concerns of the Bank shall be vested in a Sub-Director,
and Treasurer, and a sub-Treasurer and Secretary, assist-
ed‘by a Cashier and Deputy Cashier; and such Sub-Director

g Sub-Treasurer and
and Treasurer and /Secretary, shall have authority to sign
and give validity to the Notes to be issued by the Bank,
and (with the previous concurrence of his Lordship-&s
Director) to enter into all contracts and engagements
for the purchase of Bullion, and for all other purposes
necessaiily connected with the general concerns of -

the Bank.
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4. That all Notes to be issued shall be made payable
on demand, and signed. either by the Sub Director and
Treasurer, or by the Sub-Treasurer and Secretary, ana
entered by the Cashier or the Depuby Cashier. And the
Honourable company shall be responsible to the holders
- of fhe Notes so to be issued, for the due dischargeAdf
the sums expressed to be payable in such ndtes, and‘tq
the persons with whom any contracts and engagements may
be so made, for the due performance of the same.

5. That in order to render the above establishment
generally useful, His Lordship in Council has been further
pleased to direct, that the several Collectors uqder this
quernment, shall be authorizeﬂ to receive, and shall
receive when tendered to them, the Promissory Notes to
be issued by the Government Bank as Cash for the amount
of the sums mentioned to be payable in the Notes. And
thaf all such Collectors, and also all pay masters, and
others, acting under the appointment of this Govermment,
whose duty it may be to receive and pay money on account
of the Honourable Company, shall have full power, on all
Bccaéions, to receive the Govermment Bank Notes as cash,
and to give the same in exchange for cash.

6. That His Lordship in Council has been pleased
to make the following appointments, viz.

Mr.Charles Harris, to be Sub-Director and Treasurer.



Mr.Richard Xeidham,-to be Sub-Treasurer and

Secretary.
Mr.William M'Taggart, to be Cashier and

Mr.George M.Taswell, to be Deputy Cashier.

Published by order of the Right Honourable the

Governor in Council.

Fort St.George, G .BUCHAN,
January 4, 1806 CHIEF SECRETARY TC GOVERNMENT

I

Source: Malabar Collectorate Vol.8694.
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VARIETIES CF CASH IN 1819-1820 IN SCUTH INDIA

Gold moidare

Bengal Gold Mohur
Bombay old gold Mohur
Surat new gold Mohur
Madras new gold Mohur
Venetion

Eehadry Pagoda
Sultany Pagoda

Tkary Pagoda

Aramba Pagoda

By: M.Gopalakrishnan,

Assistant Commissioner

New Chanamala Sultany Pagods

Bangalore Vato Pagoda
Y14 Star Pagoda

New Star Pagoda
Porto Novo Pagoda
Escot Pagoda

Goid ,Rupees

New Gold Varai fanams
Cla Gold Varai fanéms
Badrachy gold fanam
Vavoo gold fanam
Sultany gold fanam

Anendarai gold fanam

Chalatundy gold fanam
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Karavady old gold fanam
Gold Puthen

Madras Silver Pagoda
French Silver Dollar
English Silver Dollar
Madras Company Rupees
Mysor Rajah Rupees
Pandicherry Rupees
Sultany Rupee

Arcot Rupee

Bengal Sicca Rupee
Surat Rupee

Lungada Rupee ‘
Padavashum Rupee
Chandanady Rupee

Malabar silver fanam

Madras Silver Double fanam

Bombay Copper Pices

Palghat Copper Kash.
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AVANA AMUDHAM

LIST OF BCOKS RECEIVED IN TAMIT, NADU ARCHIVES LIBRARY

DURING - JANUARY - MARCH 1987.
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5.
4.

9.

10.

Haruka Yanagisawa

Narayanaswamy (B.V)

Kurien (C.T)

Paramarthalingém(c)

Dr.Shalivi Xpooikar

Antony copley

Rajmohan Gandhi

Studies in Socio Culture
charge in rural villages in
Tiruchirapalli district
Tamil Nadu

Economics of Indian
Agriculture

Poverty and development

Social reform movement in
the 19th century Tamil Nadu
and its contribution to
National integration(Thesis)

Madhya Pradesh district
Gazetteer

(1). Chatarnur
(2) Dhar district
(3) Ujjain "

Haryané District Gazetteer
Ambala

Mauritius annual report of
the Archives Department for
the year 1985.

History of Crime and
punishment in the presidency
of Madras in the 19th
century (Thesis)

C.Rajagopalachari

Gandhi jis Southern Commander
1986

The Rajaji Story 1937-1972



- R ma em P ap @ W am em Gm am EE am S am % mm e we ey aw me ew me e me e em e

114 . " Mikhail Gorbacher s address'
to the participarts in the
Internal form for neclear
free world for survival of
humanity

12. Dialogue between trusted .
: friends. Cfficial friendly
visit by General Secretary
; Mikhail Gorbache¥ to India
November 1986.

13. Dhasarathan in annotated bibliography
) - on modern tamil grammar and
tamil hand books.

14. . Collected works of Mahatma
Gandhi

15. Report of the 4th Tamil Nadu Pay Commission 1985 =~
Volume=-2.
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Bditor's Page
Here is the 4th and Sth issue of the " AVANA AMUTIAM".

While this was on the dnvil, came the news of sudden
demise of our beloved Chief Minister, Hon'ble
Dr.M.G.Ramachandran on December 24, 1987. We deeply mourned
and paid our homage to the.departed leader. The Commigsioner
of Archives expressed his profound sorrow in the prayer meet-
ing and recorded his he&rt rending message, which can be
found in this issue.

This volume containg interesting reading of an advertise-
ment dated back to 13.12.1793 published in an old Newspaper
'"Madras Courier', which was one among the very few dailies
published to those - days. When the first private gchool in
Madras Started ? We are unable to say now, but an advertise-
ment in one of the issues of the "Madras Courier" in 1790
says that a private school for boys was started in that year
and it was probably the first in Madras.

How, when and what decisions were taken -by the Govern-
ment on a petition filed by a citizen during 19th Century
can be found in three cases, extracted from the General
Register of Petitions of 1820. :

Cur aim of publishing 'Avana Amutham' is to inculcate
archival consciousness in the readers, researchers and
"scholars. Readers can find original of Ecclesiastical
department's consultation which brings out the orders passed
by then authority at Fort .-StiGeorge in the matter of Modern
Bducation during 19th Century. The remaining part of this
article will find place in the next issue.

For encouraging’the young research students/scholars
we have published a few articles of their contribution in
the past issues. In this issue 2lso an article from the
Tesis of Ms.Vandana -on the 'Rise of the Position of Women
in Modern India' may be seen,

Te Corporation of Madras is now célebrating the
300th year of'.establishment of Mayor and Corporation of
Madras.: We take this opvortunity to publish a profile on
Mayor and Corvoration of Madras. This is rightly complement-
ed by suitable reverence to the Ex-Governor of Fort St.
George, Elihu Yale under whose period the Mayor and the
Corporation were created in the 17th Century. These were
extracted from the valuable and a rare book of Vestiges of
(1d Madras. ‘

We héve reproduced an essay written by our Tamil
Thgtha Dr.U.V.Saminathier, The Tamil lovers will surely
. enjoy reading this rare article.

9% p6e, nore articles on 'A treasure trove' at
Egmore, 'The affairs of Fort St.George in the Olden days'
and 'the Mount Road;, its past and present' are all
specially valuable for the younger readers to know a few
aspects of their past heritage.

+e2



Thiru M.Sarangapani describes an idea about
'Record Theravhy'! which grivs our thoughts.

A commendable Poem about Tamil Nadu Archives
has been written by Thiru M.R.Krishnaswamy

An Elegy on M.G.R's demise written by
Kudanthai Sa.Venkatraman pierces our hearts

In fine, I should express my sratitude to
Sir Henry Wotton for his seying "I am but a
gatherer and disposer of other man's stuff."

Comments are welcome which will help us
immrove the journal

We golicit interesting historical notes,
articles, tit-bits etc. from the readers for
Avana Amutham

Assuring the best always to our readers.

P.PULNEY ANDY .SENJT
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Pages from the General Register of vpetitions - 1820 A.D.

No. -
From s
Date .o
Received -
Purport -

. To what Department
referred

Crders.

-

*

29

Dooray Choodamany Cottabomma
Naickeru the son of Vooma Cotta-
bomma Naikeru of Panchalan
coorichy in the Zillah of
Tinnevely.

25 Janvary 1820
Tanal 8th February 1820

Refers to his fomer petitions and
States that he was born 3 months
after the infliction of punishment
on his father for his improper.
conduct and the Sequestiation of
his Poliam. He as well as his
mother and others were detained

in confinement in the Fort of
Poonamalle for 14 years. In the
vesr 1813, he as well as his
people were removed to Tinnevely
and a certain monthly allowance
was granted to each person. He

got himself married at the
expense of 150 nagodas with

which he was favoured by Govern-
ment States that he has 14 depen-~
dants and is much in destroys.

In consequent of the insufficiency
of his allowances of 5 pagodas

and prays that he may be put upon
the same footing with the other
Poligar in the respect to his
allowance in consideration of

the increase of his family.

To the Collector & Magistrate
of Tinnevely on 24th July

1821 - Vide 298 of 1819.



No. - .s 208

From o .. TFrom Doray Choodamany Cottabomma
Naicker, the son of Vomay
Cottabommu Naicker late Zamindar
\ of the Paliapat of Panchalan-
Kurichi in the Zillah of

Tinnevely. -
Date o .o
Received l am wm
Purport f mm # Referréd t0 his previous petitions

in States that he got himself
married at the expense of 150 pago-
das with which he wasg favoured by
Govt. This allowance of 5 Pagodas
is insufficient for the support of
himself and finally golicits an
. any......of his allowance and an

: order to the Collector 4o restore
the daughter of Mootamah to the
enjoyment of the allowance grant-

. ed to her deceased mother.

To what department .. Revenue Department - To the
referred . - Collector & Magistrate of
Tinnevelly dt.24 July 1821 from
dated the 13th August to dt.
to 31st August 1821.

Crders - .o AS per rules
The orders of Government on the
- subject of the petition have been
transmitted to the Collector and
Magistrate of Tinnevely.

(By order)

Ed . Wood
Chief Secretary

F.S.G—.
31 Aug.1821.



NO- co' 2 e 692

From 5 .+ From Meer Thyunatally grandéon
of MeerBaksi the late Cotwall
of Masulipatnam

Date .. ... B8th Aug. 1820

Received . .. ©OStates that his grandfather was Cot-

- Wall of Masulipatnam for 40 years.
That the authorities at that place
nromised that the situation should
remain in his family after his
death but that his father being
infame could not hold the € fice
wvhen young as soon as he became of
age he applied for the situation
and was told that he could not hold
it without orders from Madras. He
is in great distress and prays
that he may either be appointed
Cotwall of Magsulipatnam or to
some other situation or be
pensioned in consideration of
his grandfather having died in

- the Company's service.

Purport 5 -
To what denartment .
‘referred “s
Crders .o . .« 2) as per rules. If the peti-

tioner has any claim to the

" situation referred to in this
petition which have not teen
admitted by the local authori-
ties he is at liberty to
state them'to the Board of

Revenue.
By order
sd/
H.Chanmier Agent
to the Chief
Secretary.
F.8:G. '

21st Nov.1820

To
The pe titioner on the
12th December 1820.
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"THE RISE OF THE POSITICN COF WOMEN TN MCDERN INDIA"

By Selvi H.VANDENT; '
Research Scholar.

In the Archives one finds a lot of information about
woﬁen; For Example = 'The Education of Indian Girls'
written by Annie Besant in 1917. Laws relating to child
marriage, early marriage, re-marriage of widows, thelgrowth
of women's Education, etc.

Cn the 4th December 1829, William Bentinck passed
the famous Regulation XVII which declared Sati I1legal
and punishable by courts. The Government passed the Act
IIT of 1872, which abolished early marriage of girls and
polygamy and sanctioned widow marriages and intercaste
marriages.

Position of Women 1906-1938: "

In the modern period (that is in the Twentieth
Céntury) the most striking feature is the changing status
of women. Women are not'only coming out of their purdah
and receiving education, but are also taking active
interest in social and political matters, and are claim-
ing their rights as citizens.rAs a matter of fact, the
women's movement in India, which started largely under
the inspiration of Ramabai Ranade has 'succeeded with a
swiftness and to a degree that would have seemed fan-
tastic even a few years earlier.

Of the six thousand. members of the Indian National
Conference, held at Belgaum in December 1924, a thousand
were women. In December 1925 the talented Indian poetess
Sarojini Naidu ‘became the President of the annual meet-
"ing of the Indian National Congress. .

Representatives of Indian Womanhood took part in
‘the Round Table Conferencé in London. The Government of
India Act 1935 gave\political_rights to Indian Women for
in advance of those enjoyed by them before. They were
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allotted six seats out of a total of one hundred and fifty
six seats reserved for British India in the Federal Assembly.

Position of women between 1941-75:

The Hindu Marriage Act, 1949 removed the barriers for
the intercaste marriages. The Hindu Succession Act, 1956
has declared property of a Hindu female to be her absolute
nroperty and has laid down general rules of succession in
the case of Hindu females.

Indian women felt entitled to greater opportunities
for working on the basis of equality with men, and many of
“them were already prominent in various spheres of life. It
is a matter of pride for India that women leaders like
Mrs.Vijayalakshmi Pandit and Rajkumari Amrit Kaur came to
be actively associated as representatives of their comtry
with International bodies like the United Nations (U.N)
and the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO).

Independent India honoured its womanhood by appoint-
ing Mrs.Sarojini Naidu as Governor’ofAthe United Provinces,
Mrs.Vijayalakshmi Pandit as Ambassador in Moscow and
Washington and Rajirumdri Amrit Kaur as a Minister in the
Central Government and lately Mrs.Indirs Gandhi as Prime

Minister of Indis. - .
: 7 hT4HE
Bducation of Girls:

Ammie Besant States in her book 'Birth of New India'
about the education of Indian giris that -

"Cne of the things done by Countess Wachtmeister and
myself, when we came to India in 1893, was the concern our-
selves with the question of the education of girls. The un-
hapny perversion of an Indian lady had shaken the confidence
of the Hindu public with respect of girl's education"...."
of this we may be sure that India's greatness will not
return until Indian womanhood obtains a larger, a freer
and a fuller life, for largely in the hands of Indian
woman +o uplift or debase man_ is practically unlimited,
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and man and woman must walk forward hand-in-hand fo the
raising of India, else she will never be raised at all. The
battle for the education of girlsg is just beginning and may
Ishvara bless those who are the vanguard and all beneficient
powers enlighten their minds and make strong their hearts"..

Between 1906-1938

It is interesting to note that the education of women
has progressed greately. For examnle in the Co-educational
schools of Madras and Assam, theé number -of girls studied
were more the boys. Irwin College at Delhi provided a
three year teacher S course.

Between 1941-1975

At the lower primary state the number of girls en-
rolled per 100 boys grew from. -

Primary State

Year No.of Girls
1901 . 12
1950 .s 39
1965 - 55
Secondary State
1901 e 4
1950 @ 15
1965 & & 26
. Higher Education
- 1901 o . 264
1950 i 40,000
1965 - 240,000

[fExcerpts from the Thesis submitted by H.Vandana.
of Women's Christian .College, Madras on 'History of the
Tamil Nadu Archives 1902- to the present day.]
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Pages from the Rare Books.

A PROF E

ELIHU_YALE (1687-1592)

The officer who succeeded Gyfford had worked his way
from Writer to Governor in the short space of fifteen years.
His family belonged toereXhamjin Denbighshire, but his
father, David Yale, emnigrated to America, and settled at
New Haven, Connectcut. Elihu, thé second son, was born near
Boston on the 5%th April, 1648. The family returnéd‘to
Bngland four years later, and at the age of twenty-fair
Elihu Yale embarked for India. His brother Thomas also
served the Bast India Company, and was for some years on
the Madras establishment. '

Elihu Yale, whose name is frequently mentioned dur-
' ing Gyfford's administration, became Governor on the 25th
July, 1687, and held the office for five years. The chief
events of his rule were the creation of a Mayor and
Corporation for Madras; the erection of a new Supreme
Court; the evacuation of't. e northern Coa. t factories in
consequence of war with the Mogul; the arrival of Job
Charnock and his company from the Bay, and his subsgequent
return to found Calcutta; the extinction of the dynasty of
Golconda; the purchase of territory at Cuddalore, and the
acquisition of Fort St.David; a naval action with the
French in Madras roads; and the resettlement of the Portu-
guese at San Thome. These matters are dealt with in the
following pages. Yale's last two years were embittered by
acrimonious differences with his Council and with the
Mayor's Court. Sir John Goldsborough was ultimately sent
out to adjust them, and Yale was superseded.

For nearly seven years longer Yale remained at
Madrag. He returned to London in 1699, and resided at
Plas Grono, near Wrexham, a mansion which had been
bought by his father. It wag pulled down in 1876. Yale
had amassed considerable wealth in India, and he spent
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it 1ibcerally in England. 45 the request of Cotton Mather
in 1718, he assisted the then struggling collegiate -
school of Connecticut witha gift of books and pictures
which realized £560. In recognition of his munificence,
the College, and subsequently the University which

grew out of it, was called by his name.1

' Yale died in London on the 8th July, 1721, and
was buried at Wrexham. He married Catherine, widow of
Joseph Hynamers, formerly second of Council at Fart St.
George, and left three daughters. His only legitimate
son David, died at Madras in 1688 at the age of four,
and lies buried urder the Hynmers Cbelisk on the old
Burial -ground . _

A portrait of the ex-Governor by Enoch Zeeman
painted in 17172, was presented to the New Haven
College by Dudley North, Yale's last lineal descendant.

1. Dict. Nat. Biog. T

2. The photogravure in tne texs is from a photograph
of this painting, obtained by Mr.Emery Walker
through Mr.Warren F.Kellogg.
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MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF MADRAS PRESIDENCY

The Mayor ana Corporation were established by the
Charter of 1687. The charters-which have been previously
referred to were granted by the Sovereign to the East India
Company, but the Charter of 1687 was issued by the Company
und er the authority of its own charters of 1661 and 1683
from Charles II, and of 1686 from James II., and with the
sanction of the King in Council. The following were its
principal.provisions.1

Charter granted by, the Governor and Company of Merchants
trading into the Bast Indies to the Mayor, Aldermen and
Burgesses of Madras, 30th December, 1687.

"We, The said Governor and Company, having found by
Exnerience and the Practice of other European Nations in
Tndia that the makeing and establishing of Corporation in
Cities and Towns that are grown exceeding populous tends
more to the well-governing of such populous places, and
t0 the Increase of Trade, than the constant Use of the
Law Martial in trivial Concerns, We have therefore......
for the speedier Determination of small Controversies

of 1little movement, frequently happening among the un-
armed Inhabitants, thought it convenient to make, ordain,
and constitute Our Town of Fort St.George, Commonly call-
ed the Christian Town and City of Madrassapatam upon the
Ccast of Choromandel in East Indies, and all the Terri-
torys thereto belonging, not exceeding the Distance of
Ten Miles from Fort St.George, to be a Corporation under
-us by the Name and Title of the Mayor, Aldermen and
Burgesses of the Town of Fort St.George and City of
Madrassapatam, and therefore We, the said Governor and

1. Charters granted to the Bast India Company,

1600-1761 (London, 1774), and reprint of
the same by John Shaw (Madras, 1887)
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Company, do by these Presents ordain, constitute and -
appoint that the,K inhabitants of Fort St.George and
Madrassapatam aforesaid, or so many of them as shall be
hereby nominated, shall be'pne Body Corporate and Politick
in Deed and in Name, by the Name of the Mayor, Aldermen
and Burgesses of the Town of Fort St.George and City of
Madrassapatam really and fully for ever....'! "

The Corporation, which was to come into existence
from the 29th September, 1688, consisted of the Mayor,
twelve Aldermen, and sixty or more Burgesses. The Meyor
was to hold office for one year, the Aldermen during
their lives, or residence in Madras.

'And for -the better Execution of Our Intent and
Meaning in this Behalf, We do nominate, constitute and
make Nathaniel Higginson, Second of Qur Council of Fort
St.George, the First and Modern' Mayor of the said
Corporation. Also we do assign, nominate and constitute
John Littleton, Thomas Wavell and William Fraser, three
of Our Cowncil of Fort St.George Daniel Chardin,2 French
Merchant; Lucas Lewis de Cliveria and Alvaro Capella de
valle, Portugal Merchants, Bartholomew Rodrigues, Jagues
de Paiva and Domingos de Porte, Hebrew Merchants, China
Vencatadre, Mooda Verona and Allingal Pella, Gentu
Mérchants, to be the Twelve First and Modern Aldermen...’

Then follow the names of twenty-nine free merchants
nominated Burgesses. A new Mayor was to be elected annually
on the 29th Sentember from the Aldermen. Any vacancy
among ,the Aldermen was to be filled by election from: the
Burgeéses, subject to the condition that three Aldermen
were always to be covenanted servants. The Burgesses,
who were not to exceed one hundred and twenty in number,
were to be elected by the Mayor and Aldermen.

- am et @A wm Em ST e e Wm wm MR TR e R e SR Mm B ue  wm e e e em  em  Am  mm G

1. Modern, present, now existing

2. Daniel Chardin; a free merchant, brother of the
traveller Sir John Chardin.
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The Mayor and Aldermen were to -be a 'Court of
Record within Cur Town of Fort St.George and City of
Madrassapatam and the Precincts thereof aforesaid, and the
Mayor of the said Corvoration for the Time being shall
always Cne of the Justices of the Peace within the Pre-
cincts of the said Corporation and without the Walls of
Cur gaid Fort.' The three senior Aldermen moreover were
to be Justices of the Peace.

The Mayor and Aldermen might levy a tax 'for the
building of a Town Hall or Guild Hall.....; of a public
Goal for the detaining in Prison such Criminals or Debtors
as shall be committed to the Custody of some Gogler to be
appointed for that Purpose...., of a convenient School
House or House for the teacdhing of the Gentues or Native
Children to sveak, read and write the Engiish Tongue, and
to understand Arethmetick and Merchants' Accompts; and for
such further Crnaments and Edifices as shall.....be
thought convenient.'

The Mayor's Court was empowered -to try all
causes civil or criminal. Rigﬁt of appeal lay in civil
cases when the value of the award exceeded three pagolas,
and in criminal cases if the offender was sentenced to
lose life or limb.

Two silver-gilt meces were to be carried before
the Mayor by two English-born sergeants. Robes of scarlet
serge were ordained for the Mayor and Aldemmen, and white
silk gowns for the Burgesses. The Mayor and Aldermen
migﬁt 'enjoy the Honoﬁp and Priviledge of wearing
Rundelloes and Kettysols born over them, and .....may
ride on Horseback in the same Order as is used by the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen of London, having their Horses
decently furnished with Saddles, Bridles and other Trim-
mings after one Form and Manner.'

The Mayor and Ald ermen might nominate' one dis-
. creet Person skilfull in the Laws, 'being an English-
born covenanted servant, to be Recorder of the Corporation,

-
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but the first Recorder was .to be 'Sir John Biggs, Knight,
Judge of Cur Supreme Court of Judicature.' They could
also appoint 'One able and discreet Person to be their
Town Clerk and Clerk of the Pegce, who is always to be an
English born, but well skilled in the Languages of

Eagt India.’ A

The Mayor's Court was authorized to deal with
offences by fine, imprisonment or -corporal punishment.

Thz Company foreshadowed the nature of this charter
in their despatch of the 28th September 1687, and in
the following month wrote that they had ordered the
manufacture of insignia:-

The Company to Fort St.George

'Cur Governor1 and Deputy Governor'2 have had the
honour of discoursing very fully with his Majesty concern-
ing our designed Incorporation of our City of Madras and
Town of Fort St.George, which his Majesty exceedingly well
approved of as being a further approach towards the full
exercise of that Soveraign Power, or Jura Regalia, which
" his Majesty trusts as with in India...., but the said
Charter, being long, is not yet\read in the Cabinet
Council....But his Majesty will have it passed, and we
shall undoubtedly send it you by Captain Heath; for which
purpose we have bespoak two Maces to be carryed before
our Mayor, and a lagger Mace and Sword to be carryed
before our Generall, 'with a Silver Car to be carryed
before our Judge Advocate4, which will all be ready to
be éent you with our Charter.....' (P. from Eng.,Vol.
viii; , 12th Oct., 1687).

1. Governor, Jos1n Child .

2. Deputy Governor; Benjamin Bathurst

3. Our Generall, Slr John Child, President at Surat.
- 4o Qur Judge Advocate, Sir John Blgvs.
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‘The Comvany paid for thé great mace, theswoxd,
and the silver oar, but expected the Corporation to meet
the cost of the maces £or the Mayor. They desired Mr.Rod- -
rigues, who was then in London, to pay for the latter,
and hoped that Fort St.George would reimburse him. The
insignia reached Madras on the 4th August, 1688, by the
Defence, Capt. Heath;i

'Mr.Rodriguez has obliged us by his forwardness
to disburse the money for your Corporation Maces. Pray
degire our Mayor and Aldermen to contrive a way to re-
imburse him as soon as may be, and let his friends with
you have the respect of Benefactors for the publick good
of the place.' (P. from Eng., Vol.VIII;, 25th Jan,1687/8)

On the 29th September, 1688, the date appointed
for the inaugure tion of the Charter, the Council met, and
settled the form of procedure. The persons concerned, and
the Chief inhabitants, were then summoned to the
Fort Hall:~2 '

Inauguration of the Charter

'According to this day's apvointment, The Presi-
dent, Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses, and Chief
of the Inhabitants mett at the Fort Hall, before whom
the ‘Rt.Hon'ble Commanys Charter for this Corpcration
was publickly read by the Secre tary, after which the
President administered Caths to the Mayor and Recorder

‘ for their due nerformance of their Places; and then the
Mayor and Recorder did the like to the Aldermen and.
Burgesses in their several manner aﬁd fonres, Awhile
after, went to a Handsome dinner, and about three in

1. Captain Heath attended Council on the 6th August and
Subsequent days. He was under orders %o proceed to
'Chettigam' (Chittagong), and form a fortified

settlement.
2. The Fort Hall, the general Disning Room
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the Bvening the Whole Cofpcration March't in their Sévefali
Robes with the Maces before the Mayor, to the Town Hall T
(P.C., Vol.XIV., <9th Sept., 1688)

Mr.Higginson had asked permission to decline office’
in view of his heavy work as Nember of Council, ‘Book=-
keener and Mint-master, but his application was declared in-
admissible. It was resolved,2 however, that the Mayor's
Court should be held only once a fortnight, and that two of

the Aldermen who were Justices of the Peace should sit twice
a week at the Choultry to deal with 'small Cffences and
Complaints to the amount of 2 Pagodas fine or award.'After
serving six months as Mayor, Mr.Higginson resigned the
service and the Mayoralty. He was succeeded by Mr.Littleton.

In the following August the Cofporation represent-
ed that no revenues or funds had been allotted them for
the works they were expected to carry out, suchas the
'building a Town-Hall, Schools, common Shoars-, etc., for
the ornmament and healthfullness of the place,' as well as
the 'regulatimg and paveing the Streets and lanes in town.!
The Council resolved4, that the existing petty taxes of5
'Paddy Toll Measuring and weighers duty, and Brokerige;
should in future be assigned to and collectod by the

Mayor and Ald srmen.

Some eighteen months later, finding that the
~ revenues had been avnlied to other objects, the President
sent. the following note to the Mayor's Court:-

President Yale to the Mayor and Aldermen

The Rt.Honble Company, Lords Proprietors of this
Place, expecting by their constituting a Corporation, an

1. The Town Hall, by the Choultry Gate
2. P.C.Vol.XIV. 29th Oct., 1688
"3. Shoars, Sewers

44P.C. Vol XV.12th August, 1689.

5
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-advantage .and benefit both to themselves and the place, as
also ithe erecting a Town Hall, School House, Hospital ,wall-
ing the Citty, &C., none whereof are yet done, or any-
thing towards it, or designed that I know of; I therefore
in the Rt.Hon'ble Companys name and for their Account,
requlre you to restore their revenues of measuring and
weightlng, &“C., dutys. to them as formerly, as also what
you have receiv'd on those Accounts; since, if they are

not benefitted, there is no reason they should be loosers
by the Corporation'.(P.C.,Vol.XVII; 27th March 1691)

The Mayor, Mr.Thomas Wavell, remarked in reply that,
while the revenues had been assigned'by the Counecil, it
was the President alone who proposed to withdraw thenm.

- Yale had quarrelled with his coolegues, and as the
- Mayor and some of the Aldermen were members of the |
Council it is not surprising that the differences between
the President and the Mayor's Court soon became acute.
Under the charter there was a right of appeal from the
Mayor's Court to the Court of Admiralty.1 When Sir John
Biggs died in 1689 the Court of Admiralty was declared
extinct, and the Mayor's Court held the opinion that its
own decisions werv now final. Yale thought differently,
and on two wcasions he forcibly released native debtors
from prison. On the 7th September, 1691, the May0r2 and
Aldermen éxpostulated in vigorous terms:-

The Mayor and Aldermen to the President and
Governor.

'e....To our Amazement we are agnin alarmed by the
same Practices, our Jaylor complaining Your Honour
threatned him with Corporall punishment for refusing to
sett att liberty Collowa Chettee, who was legally committed
for his insufferable contempt of our Authority, and
Scared him into éomplyance by“yqur Scandlous paper of the

1« P.C., Vol.XVII, 7th Sept.1691. The Supreme - Court was
generally styled ‘the Court of Admirslty.*"

2. The Mayor, Mr.William Fraser.
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me wrth, I confess T oxrd .red his remove to his house for
his recovery, but with this caution, that he was not to
leave the Town, but to be always ready upon demand...1

Your next complaint is from the same justice and
reason as the former, which, that the Rt.Hon'ble Company
nay Judge of, I shall faithfully report, viz. Cn Wednes-
day last hundreds of the Cast and relations of Collawa
Chettee, an eminent Merchant of the Hon'ble Company,
(represented that he) had been long confind and, as
your dJaylor told me, without either crime, action, or
warrant, and that he had wat nothing for two days, by
which he was much indisposed and Sick; and all this

severity for no other reason that I hear then his
refusing to signe an Arbibtration Pavner on an old
intricate difieience he was Voluntarily employ'd, in
declaring he could not Signe his opinion of it, not
being satisfied therein or rightly understanding iv,
the Accounts being not intelligible of sbout 40 years
standing; when, upon the pittifull importunities of his
frie.ds, and in commiseration of the prisoner, takeing
the Security of tyo able Merchants in a 1000 Pagodas
for his return within two hours, 1 wrote an Crder to
the Jaylor to nermit his goeing to eat after the cere-
monys of his Cast, and not let him Starve in prison.
Which accordingly was granted him, and he complyed with
(and this your Judicious civilitys miscall a Scandall).
But notwithstanding, the next day your Cfficer came to
him in prison, laying rude hands and threats upon him,
Saying he came by the Mayor Mr.Frasers order to tell
him he must either Signe the Arbitration paper he sent
him or that he should continue and Starve in prison;
which terrible menaces affrightned the Sick man into a
Complyance %0 save his life and get his freedome. How-—
ever, the noise of the S§verity Spred so much among

- e e e e e e e me e e am TS M e S e me e SN MR = S e am e

Ya Yale here mentions a Company's order that
debtors who can show they are worth less than

12 pages shall be released.
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the Inhabitants that thousands of them came to mewith
complaints of it, bringing a petition to me and Councill,
which I now send you tfanslated, by which you may Judge
of the satisfaction and encouragement your proceedings
give the inhabitants, in so much that, if these oppress-
ions are not Redrest, we are likely to loose a great part
of the towns people......And so I leave the Honble Comnanys
Motto for your consideration and practice, Vz., Non
Minusest Virtus quam quaerere parta Tueri. . A Your very
Loveing friend, ELIHU YALE'. (P.C.Vol.XVII, 7th Sept.,

1691)

Writing id Janwary, 1692, the Company alludezl with
disapproval to the fact that there were in 1690 as many
as eight English Aldermen.  They desire that most of the
Aldermen may consist of the heads of the Severasl
foreigne Caste, vizt., Cne Armenian, One or two Hebrews,
one or two Portugueze, and one or two Gentues, and one
Moore, if you have a sufficient number of the Cast which
have their proper Head of Chief.'!

1. Yale then cautions the Court against attempting
to appoint Justices of the Choultry, which is the
function of Government. He ends by requiring the
restoration of the taxes which had been assigned
to the Court as revenue.

2. Let. Bk., Vol.IX., 22nd Jan., 1692.
/[ Excerpts from the "Vestiges of old Madras" _/
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TIT BITS

PALATYAM, PALATYAGAR, ZEMINDAR

A Palaiyam was a Subordinate fevdal
Bstate the tenure of which was one of military p
service, The Holder of this was termed a Palaiyagar-
more commonly a Poligar. The tenure has ceased
to exist, and the Poligar of the present day
" ig merely the holder of on Estate vpaying a .
favourable rent to Government. Except in name

t%gr%h%so% 153%% ifference between Hrum. fi5n ¢

Source: Private Diary of
Ananda Ranga Pillai

THE WCRD"INDIAN"

upto 1912 1! T U7 g

His Excellency the Governor in Council
observes that the word "Indian"has of late years
been generally adOpted in Official Correspondence,
reports and returns in view of the word "Native" and
the Government now think it desirable definitely to
direct that the word "Indian" shall be used instead
of "Native" in &1l Cificaial vape rs, whenever the
sense desired can be equally clearly conveyed by the
use of either term. In certain contexts, it will not
perhaps be possible to avoid the use of the word
"Native" e.g. in the phrases "Native States",
"Statutory Native of India" and the like, and in
such circumstances in which the sue of the word
"Native" is not open to reasonable objection it
may continue.

By M.Gopalakrishnan,
Asst.Commissioner(Rtd.,)

- From the G.0.No.1510, Public,’
AN i ) ' dated 16.1201912.
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DC_YOU KNOW ? .

The Indian Historical Records Commission
was set up by the Govermment of India in 1919 as a
consulting advisory body whose opinion would carry
weight with the Public and which could make certain
recommendations in regard to the following:

Treatment of Archives for
historical Study etec

The Record Management Committee was
constituted by the Government of India -early in 1975
in pursuahce of Resolution III passed at the 43rd
Segsion of the Indian Historical Records Commission
held at Lucknow on the 28th and 29th January, 1975.

CERTAIN OLD RECCRDS CONSULTATION

Consultations comprising a full recoxd
of the formal consultations of the President and
. -Council at Madras from the year 1672.

General letters

There are exchanged between the Govern-—
ment of Madras and the Board of Directors in England.

Those "To Bngland" contain full information
respécting the affairs of the Madras Presidency and
-those "From England" contain instructions of the Board
of Directors and its orders.

Country CorfeSpondence:

These contain all Correspondence which
passed between Military and Political Department with
the Native Powers from 1753 to 1829
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" Special Correspondence and Minutes

’These contain correspondence with- the French
on ward with Tippu, Land Settlement of Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa, Poligar wars etc. )

Special consultations
These refer to special occurrences which are
of historical  value.

Dutch Records

These are 1782 volumes and 67 bundles of Dutch
Records. They relate to Cochin and Coromandel Coast
dealing with the relations of the Dutch with the
country powers in Malabar and their corfespondence

- with Batavia and Colombo

Danish Records
These cover the period from 1777 to 1845.They
- consist of title deeds, accounts, letter books, Court
"Martial books, Garrison order books, Military Protocols,
Legacy letters, Regulations etc.

Persian Records

These were received from the 0ffice of the
paymaster of carnatic Stinends and glso relate to the
Office of the Receiver of Carmatic Property. '

Mahratti Records

The Modi and Mahratti records of the old Tanjore
Raj relate to the British agency or Residency establish-
ed at Tanjore on the cession of the territory to the
‘British by the Rajah of Tanjore in 1799.

Compiled By:
M.Gopalakrishnan
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. AVANA AMUTHAM

-

List of Books Received Tamil Nadu Archives/Library dur-
’ ing 1.4—087 i 30.601987.

1. Library
No. Author Title Reg.No.
1. S.Periyanayaki Role of the Justice Party

in Madras Legislative
Assembly 1937-39 (Thesis) 682 /87

2. Shungoonny Menon History of Travancore 1933 746/87
3. .o Kerala District Gazetteers
Trichur (Supplement) 1981 747/87
4. R.Nagasamy Tamil coins: A study 1981 750/87
5-@.§ﬂewnggm WDITDE@E @gwni NoTFgmFd 751/87
o umirae 1984,
6« -do- Qgrhid SHasF 1984 752/87
T pLa 5né§ﬂ§¢ QorEgrnCedand Q 753/87
) " 't
8. M. &CwmF QoITEgTFa e 754/87
9. ‘ .. Tamil Nadu State Administra-
‘ _ tion Report 1984-85 796/87
10. ba 4 sAbpTe wrie SCdA gdsas  797/87
' 1984-85 '
1. o.ddaFmAETye Sasemédr dopsadwrard 1981 798/87
12, - w ’ a&o pesdbgsgepdud 1983 799/87
13. . » sEddeT upGorsind 1986  800/87
14, Y.A.S.Reddy - Agrarian relations in the 802/87

ceded districts of Madras
Presidency 1800-1857( Thesis)

15. siiget QFdagmd saoarant oad.ed.C&. 803/87
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25,

26.

Dr.C.Venkatesan

P.Natarajan

&8

His tory of Prison Administ-

ration in the Madras
Presidency 1919-1939( Thesis)

Biography of Raja Desing
(Thesis) _

Annual report of the
Nationel Archlves of
India 1985

efgamde
Madras Medical College

Post Centenary Gol&en :
Jubilee year

805/87.

826/87

827/87
838/87

841/87

Report on Public Instructlon 846/87

1975-76

Working papers from Madras
Ins titute of Development
Studies.

Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly and Council debates
District wise Taluk profile

of Irrigation statistics

Central Government Budget
documents 1986-87

Tamil Nadu Govermment
Bu@get Publications.
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Si. Library
No. Author Title Reg.No.
Ve oo, 0o urpdursgd Fne Fracssepd 876/87
2. " Fii & ST @aael uTeDd eusd 877/87
QuEILIT b Yever T &(h
3. n Fomgs Ogodiu FAam 878/87
4'&adgwmm umrgd Quraemd i 879/87
5. QU.F. v &80, 5. guf 5¢@mﬁaﬁb®5ﬁ@ﬂ%%m/a7
6. m soLsos Qadp socon QUbD  881/87
D.OUT.H
. gfRwed @D pa meledn 894/87
8. " T Uwed 895/87
9. MIZU .SHIMA Nattar and the socio 900/87
-TSUKASA .economic change in South

Irdia in the 18th-19th
centuries 1986.

10.P.Re spdibnd paga ngyd 60 bl umgeiumb 901/87
"enop a55Cosd SAD gldomld o gemdy 902/87
CrpTéHEa

12. Lt.Col.J.R.Daniel The Black Pom Poms: History
. of the Madras Regiment
1941-1983

13. Dr.N.Venkataramayya History of the Freedom Move-
- memt in India: Biblio-

| graphical list 963/87

14. P.N.Radhakrishnan
(Donor ) Ind ian Calendar 966/87
15 ~ .° Guide to the -records: 970/87

State Archives of West
Bengal Part I & II

16.. T.Meimozhi Periyar E.V.Ramasamy and 974/87
the Indian National
Congress 1986 (Thesis)



19.
20.

21

22.
23.

24.

25.

National Archives,
New Delhi

I.D.Asirvatham

_do..
Govt.of Maharashtras

District Gazetteers

Catalogue of Printed
and Published maps

The deys thaf used
to be
Eastward to

Catalogue of maps in
the Bombay: Archives
Vol.III

'1008/87

1016/87
1018/87

1028/87

of Punjab, Maharashtra &

Rajastan.

Pondicherry Legislative Assembly Debates

Census of India 1981: District hand books of

Tamil Nadu

Districts employment Office monthly nerrative

reports (Tamil Nadu)

Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates.
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